
On Monday, October 12, 2020 
the City Council approved 2 
(two) Resolutions entering into a 
mutual agreement with the City 
of Independence and the City of 
Martin, Slovakia to establish a Sister 
City. Former Mayor, Stanley J. Salva 
presented the Sister City proposal 
and two Resolutions. The City of 
Martin is a beautiful City in the 
center of the Turiec region of north-
ern Slovakia with a population of 
approximately 60,000. 

The Sister City concept was inau-
gurated by the President of the 
United States in 1956 to establish 
greater friendship and understand-
ing between the people of the United 
States and other nations through the 
medium of direct personal contact. 

The Sister City International pro-
gram will seek to establish a Sister 
City relationship that will bring close 
cultural and commercial relations 
between the three cities.

The cities of Independence/Sugar 
Creek and Martin will establish a 
committee to address the develop-
ment of the sister-city program and 
to establish mutual goals between 
the cities and with the support of 
their respective governments. They 
will endeavor to promote official 
visits between city officials and 
community and business leaders; 
to support and encourage tourism; 
to develop commercial and business 
opportunities; to boost exchanges 
and ideas in the fields of science, 
technology and education; and to 

enhance cultural exchanges. 
The City Councils of Independence 

and Sugar Creek approved a resolu-
tion to establish a Sister City com-
mittee. The purpose of this commit-
tee shall be to actively support the 
Sister City Program.

The Slovak Sister City Committee 
will consist of 14 members, 
evenly split between the cities of 
Independence, Missouri and Sugar 
Creek, Missouri, and may include 
members of the Czech Slovak Club 
of Greater Kansas City.

Mayors of Independence and 
Sugar Creek, exofficio, shall be 
included; and the remaining mem-
bers shall be appointed by the 
respective City Councils for overlap-
ping three terms.
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 11/9/2020

• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. After 
a quorum was established, the Consent 
Agenda was passed unanimously.

• In business from the floor there were 
two presentations. 

• The first person to speak was Mr. Max 
DiCarlo from First Street Development. Mr. 
DiCarlo’s presentation centered around 
building a Taco Bell at the corner of 24 
and Sterling. The discussion concerned tax 
incentives Mr. DiCarlo feels his company 
needs due to the MODOT requirement 
for acceleration and deceleration lanes. A 
decision was made for Mr. DiCarlo’s engi-
neer to come up with plans for the traf-
fic lanes, an approximate cost and have 
another meeting after Thanksgiving. 

• The second person to speak was 
Mr. Rick Wilson. Mr. Wilson is propos-
ing building storage buildings to the 
West of Harris Street and to the North of 
24 Highway. As the traffic lanes posed 
the same challenge for Mr. Wilson, 
the decision was made to return after 
Thanksgiving for a more detailed discus-
sion.

• Five ordinances were presented to 
the Board. Four passed unanimously. One 
passed by a margin of 3 to 1.

a) Ordinance #4380 – approved pur-
chase of 21 disc-golf course baskets – 
passed unanimously

b) Ordinance #4381 – approved the 
accounting firm, Cochran, Head & Vick to 
perform the 2020 annual audit - passed 
unanimously

c) Ordinance #4382 – rental fee struc-
ture for the Sugar Creek Gymnasium - 
passed unanimously

d) Ordinance #4383 - approved raising 
the Mayor’s monthly compensation from 
$800 to $1000 effective after the April 2021 
election. The Ordinance also approved 
raising the Aldermen’s monthly compen-
sation from $400 to $500. This ordinance 
passed by a margin of 3 to 1.

e) Ordinance #4384 – authorized the 
termination of a cooperative agreement 
between Woodmen of the World (Care 
Free), Independence and Sugar Creek - 
passed unanimously.

• The Mayor thanked Mr. Layton for 
purchasing a misting machine to spray the 
offices with disinfectant each day. This 
is a huge step in our attempts to keep 
Covid – 19 under control. The RED BAG 
event on Monday, the 9th was a huge suc-

cess. The number of bags went from 350 
last year to 450 this year. The event went 
smoothly due to the efforts and organiza-
tion of Ms. Kacy Vance and Mr. Pat Casey. 
The Mayor participated in Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) ZOOM call. The informa-
tion is daunting. The numbers are rising, 
both positive cases and deaths. Hospital 
beds are filling up. Qualified staff to take 
care of critically infected patients is finite. 
Nursing homes continue to be hotspots. 
Deferrable procedures are being looked 
at closely. BUT there is a silver lining. 
WEAR YOUR MASK. Watch your social 
distancing. Wash your hands. Avoid large 
gatherings whenever possible. These steps 
knocked the virus down earlier in the 
year. We can do it again if we all do our 
part.

• Alderman Steffen reminded every-
one that there is a scheduled work day 
at LaBenite Park to continue preparing 
ground for the Disc Golf Course.

• Alderman Sagehorn asked Mr. Sparks 
if the Gym Walkers were social distancing 
and wearing masks. Mr. Sparks assured 
the Alderman that walkers were doing 
both. Alderman Sagehorn stated that 
after some thought, he is backing off on 
purchasing exercise equipment. Most of 
the new equipment requires electricity 
and until we know what kind of load the 
machines will put on the existing electri-
cal system, we won’t know how much 
electricity we will need or where to put 
the outlets. The Alderman requested clari-
fication on who owns the sidewalks along 
Sterling. Mr. Layton stated that if you have 
a sidewalk in front of your house, it is 
yours and you are responsible for upkeep 
and repairs. “However,” Mr. Layton 
continued, “we have never charged resi-
dents for the repairs the city completes.” 
Alderman Sagehorn asked about the sink 
hole forming in front of Neighborhood 
Market on Sterling. Mr. Layton said he 
would look into it. 

• Mr. Casey wanted to thank the fol-
lowing for helping out with RED BAG 
day. Volunteers were sent from Republic, 
Central Plains, Eagle Materials, Public 
Works, the SC Fire Department and the 
Police Department. Mr. Casey acknowl-
edged all of the hard work and organiza-
tion put in by Ms. Kacy Vance.

• Mrs. Dickerson announced that the 
second draft from MuniCode had arrived 
and that after a few tweaks it would be 

ready to be sent back to MuniCode for 
final approval and upgrades.

• Chief Soule confirmed that Police 
activity had been quiet over the last two 
weeks. The Chief asked for clarification 
from Mr. Sparks as to the Coat and Glove 
drive the Police have done over the last 
two years.

• Mr. Layton requested direction from 
the Aldermen concerning sewer repair. 
The Aldermen agreed that the money 
had already been approved and set aside 
and that repairs should begin as soon as 
possible, weather permitting. Mr. Layton 
was also instructed to purchase a protec-
tive cage for the thermostat in the Gym to 
protect it from damage from errant basket-
balls and volleyballs.

• Mr. Cary notified the Board that FEMA 
was updating a flood stage parcel in Sugar 
Creek. Work will continue until January of 
2023 on the Audobon property.

• Mr. Sparks asked about an employee 
of the City using the Gym. The Aldermen 
agreed to abide by the previous agreement 
with the employee when offering exercise 
classes. Mr. Sparks wanted to know what 
to do about the Mayor’s Tree lighting. The 
Council agreed to skip it this year and to 
turn on the lights at Well’s Park at 6:00 
pm Thanksgiving night. Mr. Sparks is 
working on a coat drive using churches 
and service organizations as collection 
points.

• In new business, Alderman Steffen 
wanted everyone to know that rifle sea-
son opens this weekend and that there 
will most likely be hunters parking in 
LaBenite Parking lot and walking into the 
Jackson County Conservation area with 
their weapons. No need for alarm. Just be 
aware.

• In closed session, a step plan was 
approved, a part-time contract for employ-
ment was approved, two matters of liti-
gation were discussed with no decision 
needed, and one matter of Real Estate was 
discussed with no decision being made.

• The Council moved back into Open 
Session and adjourned at 8:45pm.

Council Sudy Session Minutes 12/7/2020
• The Zoom meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 

with the Pledge of Allegiance. A quorum 
was established after a roll call of the 
Aldermen.

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4
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NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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Police Department
CHIEF’S CHAT– As we usher in a new year, we are optimistic that 

2021 will be better than 2020. With all the restrictions, mandates, sick-
ness and deaths 2020 left us, we, the Sugar Creek Police Department, 
are grateful for all of our citizens that have persevered through this 
pandemic. 

Throughout the pandemic I have visited with and patronized sev-
eral of our businesses and I am proud that our citizens have taken this 
serious and we have not been getting the complaints that other cities 
have. Thank you to all for doing your part and let’s hope the end will 
get here as soon as possible.

Please note the Police Department is still collecting hats, coats, and 
gloves for our local school children until January 30. Items can be 
dropped off at the Police and Fire Department building at any time. We 
would like to thank all who have donated; this has been our biggest 
year for donations.

As a reminder, the snow and ice season is upon us. Please drive 
safely, buckle up, and watch out for snow plows that will be out 
working tirelessly to keep our roads clear. Please try to park cars in 
driveways and the side of the road, so the plows can get through.

NOVEMBER CRIME STATS:
Assaults .................................................................................... 1
Burglary.................................................................................... 0
Disturbance .............................................................................. 2
Fraud  ...................................................................................... 1
Larceny .................................................................................... 4
Drug charges ............................................................................ 8
Destruction of property and/or vandalism .................................. 1
Missing persons/runaway .......................................................... 0

–– Christopher Soule, Sugar Creek Police Chief

Public Works
YARD WASTE PICKUP– Republic Waste services will be collecting 

yard waste every week. During the winter months only yard waste that 
is in PAPER BAGS, will be collected, there will not be any exceptions. 
During the winter months only use PAPER BAGS, NO CONTAINERS. 

SNOW REMOVAL– In years past, it has not been uncommon for 
residents to experience narrow plowed paths or partially cleaned 
streets during heavy snow events. This situation, in almost every 
instance, is related to vehicles parked in the street area, and placing 
snow removed from their driveways in public right-of-way.

If possible, please wait until after the plows have been through your 
street to shovel your drive. It is not unusual to go through the freeze-
thaw cycle for several days, before crews can return to widen the nar-
row paths to the street’s edge. While ordinary passenger vehicles can 
negotiate these narrow paths, emergency vehicles such as ambulance 
and fire department are unable to navigate these streets.

As we all know, response time is critical during an emergency. For 
this reason the department is asking residents to pay close attention 
to the weather forecasts for snow and ice events, and avoid, where 
possible, parking on street areas. This will assist snow removal crews 
in providing the highest level of snow removal service practical, and 
possibly avoid any inconvenience during the winter months.

Several residents have commented on snow being pushed back into 
their driveways after snowplows have been through. If possible, please 
wait until after the plows have been through your street to shovel your 

drive, or place the removed snow on the right side of your driveway 
as you face the street.

Thank you for your cooperation. Here are a few things citizens can 
do to help improve snow removal operations: 

1. Make sure to have the proper snow or all weather tires on your 
vehicle to prevent you from getting stuck. 

2. Park off street if possible. 
3. Shovel the snow to the right side of the driveway as you face the 

street. This will lessen the amount of snow at the mouth of the drive-
way when the snowplow comes by.

PET TIPS– These tips can help pets safe during the winter months.
• Refill the water bowl often, as it might freeze with below 0º tem-

peratures.
• Use a heat lamp to warm their shelter.
• Place straw or cedar chips inside shelters, blankets can freeze and 

cause frostbite.
• In extremely cold temperatures bring your pets into the garage, 

breezeway or basement.
WINTER TRAVELS– When traveling, consider taking a winter 

storm kit along with you.  This kit should include such items as tire 
chains, booster cables, a flashlight, shovel, blankets and extra cloth-
ing. Be sure to take along plenty of water, as well as a first aid kit.

The City of Sugar Creek will have a Municipal Election on April 
6, 2021.  If you have considered running for an elected position 
within the City now is the time.  Filing for the election opened on 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 and will close on Tuesday, January 
19, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.

The elected offices to be voted on and fees for filing are as 
follows: 

Mayor .........................................................................$65.00
City Marshal ...............................................................$45.00
Alderman-First Ward ...................................................$40.00
Alderman Second Ward ...............................................$40.00
All candidates filing for the above offices will be listed on the 

ballot on April 6, 2021.
This year filing will look somewhat different than years past.  

On the first day of filing December 15, 2020 the door at City Hall 
will open at 8:00 a.m. and those who arrive for filing on this day 
will be given a number to identify who appeared first.  Those 
who are filing for office will enter one at a time in the City Hall 
Lobby. Beginning Tuesday, December 16, 2020 City Hall will be 
opened from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. for candidates to appear one 
at a time in the lobby through Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 5:00 
p.m.  

The City Clerk will go over the required paperwork which 
includes the Declaration of Candidacy and paperwork from the 
Missouri Ethics Commission on starting a campaign committee.    
Candidates who are interested in filing between Wednesday, 
December 16, 2020 and Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
may also call and set an appointment with the City Clerk. 

For more information and questions about the offices, contact 
the City Clerk at 816-252-4400, ext. 1128.

2021 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Aljarrah Remembered

Gina Marie Aljarrah, 64, Sugar Creek, MO passed away 
November 1, 2020 at home following a 30 year battle with cancer.

Gina was born January 15, 1956 in Kansas City, MO and raised 
in Sugar Creek. She worked as a pharmacy tech at Independence 
Regional Hospital and then joined the travel industry, working for 
both TWA and Delta.

She is preceded in death by her father, her mother and her 
brother. Survivors include her two daughters, two sons-in-law, and 
five grandchildren.

Pallo Will Be Missed
Joseph Michael Pallo was born July 26th, 1928 and departed 

this life November 6th, 2020. Joe, as his friends and family knew 
him, was born and raised in Sugar Creek, Missouri.

Joe graduated high school in 1945. He married Mary Wenski 
on November 20th, 1954. Together they had three children and a 
lifetime of love and memories. Joe was dedicated to his Catholic 
faith and a longtime member of Nativity of Mary parish in 
Independence.

Joe is preceded in death by his wife, his parents, and five sib-
lings. He is survived by three children, one brother, seven grand-
children and five great grandchildren.

Life of Dykal Remembered
Emil Joseph Dykal, 95, died peacefully on November 12, 2020 

at his home in Independence, MO.
Emil was born on July 15, 1925 in Cleveland, OH to Maria and 

Peter Dykal. When he was three years old, his family moved to 
Independence, MO. His family settled in Sugar Creek, MO where 
he graduated from North East High School. After high school, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy.

He met his wife Claudia in the summer of 1949 at the 4th of 
July parade in Sugar Creek, and they married on June 2, 1950. 
Emil worked at Standard Oil and then for the City of Independence 
repairing the city trucks as a mechanic. He then settled into a long 
career as the Sugar Creek Fire Chief for 24 years until he retired.

He is preceded in death by his wife, his parents and two broth-
ers. Emil is survived by his sister, five children, and many grand-
children and great-grandchildren.

Beal Will Be Missed
Jack Edward Beal, age 87, of Lee’s Summit, MO (formerly of 

Sugar Creek, MO), passed away on November 13, 2020.
Jack was born on September 9, 1933 in San Pedro, CA, one of 2 

children born to Andrew and Jean Beal.
On November 13, 1954, Jack married Mary Rose Butkovich. 

Jack and Mary lived most of their married life together in Sugar 
Creek, MO, raising one daughter and six sons. 

Jack worked at Standard Beverage Company in Sugar Creek for 
32 years, before retiring in 1986.

He will be missed by his family and friends, but we will cherish 
our memories of him and his lasting impact on the people who 
knew and loved him.

Life of Cosgrove Remembered
Tammy Sue (Harter) Cosgrove, 57, Independence, MO, formerly 

of Sugar Creek, MO, passed away on November 14, 2020 with her 
family by her side from a hard fight with lung cancer.

Tammy was born to Paul and Emma Jean Harter on June 25, 
1963. She is preceded in death by her father and a sister. Tammy 
is survived by a daughter, a son, her mother, two brothers, and 
five grandchildren.

Vogel Will Be Missed
Daniel Arthur “Danny” Vogel, passed away peacefully at his 

home on Thursday, November 26, 2020. He was 72.
Danny was born July 19, 1948 to Roy and EmmaJean Vogel in 

Kansas City, Kansas. 
After graduating from Washington High School in 1967 Danny 

found his place in the automotive industry. He worked as a parts 
wholesaler at Lee’s Summit Honda for 43 years before retiring in 
2017. 

Danny is survived by his daughter, four granddaughters; sons, 
Eric Vogel (Angela), Daniel Forbes (Alicia) and his daughter Erin 
Columbare; brother, Robert Vogel “Bobby”; niece Vickie Foster 
(Jeff); nephews, Wayne Vogel (Mistey), Ronny Vogel (Cambree) 
and Kenny Vogel and many beloved grandchildren, cousins and 
friends. 

He is preceeded in death by his parents, his son, two brothers, 
and his favorite companion Willie the monkey. 

Planning for home touchups and projects 
can be an exciting time. A couple consider-
ations should also include; “Do I need a per-
mit?” or “Do I need an inspection?” 

The City of Sugar Creek does require 
building permits to be procured before some 
construction projects can begin but not all 
projects require a permit. 

Most interior & exterior cosmetic work does 
not require a permit. There are some projects 
that do not require a permit but do require an 
inspection. 

A replacement of a driveway or sidewalk 
does not require a permit, but does require a 

pre-pour inspection. The Building Department 
has copies of the driveway specifications. 

A stone wall under 36” in height does not 
require a permit nor does a deck that is under 
30” above grade. Multi-level decks and decks 
larger than 120 sq. ft. do require a permit. 

A backyard structure under 120 sq. ft. does 
not require a permit. Having the property-line 
setbacks and constructed to International 
Building Codes are required though. You will 
need a permit if adding electric or plumbing 
to the structure. All structures regardless of 
size must be secured to ground to withstand 
115 mph wind gusts. Check subdivision regu-

lations. 
Siding replacement and replacement win-

dows do not require a permit unless there 
is any wood framing being repaired due to 
water damage or deterioration.  Addition of 
windows or doors in a new location does 
require a permit. 

New shingles for your house does not 
require a permit but if any sheathing or struc-
tural repair is being done, then you’ll need 
one. New roofs that are not required to have a 
permit are still required to have an ice shield 
and no more than two layers of shingles are 

Home Projects: Do You Need A Permit? An Inspection?

–– continued on next page



• There were three topics to discuss.
1) In preparation for a 100% ZOOM meeting on the 14th, it was 

felt that a trial run was necessary to check sound levels, echo or 
reverberation challenges and any other computer challenges that 
might come up during a public meeting of the Council. This first 
step appeared to be successful with respect to each of the Council 
members, the Mayor, the City Clerk and several heads of department 
being able to clearly communicate. The City Administrator could only 
hear the meeting. The Building Official could see and be seen could 
hear but could not be heard. 

2) The Gardner KS tax incentive was offered to the Aldermen by 
the Mayor with the caveat that Kansas tax incentive plans must be 
adapted to fit Missouri laws and practices. Mrs. Baird reviewed the 
Gardner plan and stated that it was similar to a Missouri Chapter 100 
plan. The City currently has a Chapter 100 plan project with Central 
Plains. However, this is a time-consuming plan to set up and expen-
sive in terms of legal fees. In Mrs. Baird’s opinion, a tax reimburse-
ment agreement would be more appropriate. Using the projected 
numbers that Max DiCarlo sent to Mrs. Baird, a new Taco Bell store 
would generate approximately $30,000 per year in City sales tax 
revenue. Based on Mr. DiCarlo’s numbers, if the tax reimbursement 
agreement’s term is 10 years, then the total taxes returned to Max 
DiCarlo would be $300,000 which is the number Mr. DiCarlo says is 
needed to construct a turn lane to the project pursuant to MODOT’s 
requirements. A tax reimbursement agreement is less time consum-
ing to set-up and the life of the agreement would be 10 years or less 
(depending on if other sales tax producing businesses are located 
within the site). 

3) The third question for the night was the question of the above-
mentioned access lanes to the development at US 24 Highway and 
Sterling that MODOT is requiring. As mentioned above, Mr. DiCarlo 
is estimating the lanes to cost $300,000 - $350,000.

a) Choice 1, subtract the cost of putting in the turn lanes from the 

purchase price of the 1.5 acres that First Street is purchasing from the 
city to construct a new Taco Bell

b) Choice 2, allow First Street to send out requests from various 
companies for proposals to create the required turn lanes and then 
take that cost from the purchase price.

c) Choice 3, the City contracts directly with a construction compa-
ny to create the access lanes and pay for it with General Funds citing 
public safety, increased jobs, increased revenue as reasons to use GF 
money for the project. With this option, First Street pays full price for 
the 1.5 acres.

d) The City is already working with a developer interested in 
establishing a storage facility to the West of Harris Street. This 
developer has experience in road construction. It would remain for 
the City to pay the developer out of GF to create the access lanes or 
negotiate the purchase price for the land used for the storage facility.  
e) Use the tax reimbursement plan that Mrs. Baird is suggesting. First 
Street pays full price for the 1.5 acres. The storage facility developer 
pays full price for the land to put storage buildings on. First Street 
pays for the turn lanes and is reimbursed over 10 years.

ADDITIONAL TOPICS COVER:
Alderman Ray: Can we establish a time line for development of 

additional businesses after the Taco Bell is up and running?
Alderman Sagehorn: If additional businesses are added to the Taco 

Bell site, will their increased tax revenue decrease the amount of time 
to pay off the price of the access lanes?

Alderman Sagehorn: Since we will not be getting any sales tax rev-
enue from the storage buildings, can the City attach a per building, 
per unit or per square footage charge for the facility?

Alderman Ray: In some of the locations that he is familiar with, 
the municipalities do charge a fee for the facility operation.

Alderman Steffen: We already have a developer on site that has 
experience building roadways to MODOT specifications. Why not 
negotiate the cost of the land he wants to use for the cost of the 
access lanes?

• At this point, the Mayor felt that all points of the agenda had 
been accomplished with good discussion points for the next Council 
meeting on 12/14. The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

5 At !he "i#a$y...
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LIBRARY CLOSED
Please be aware the Sugar Creek 

Branch has closed due to short staff-
ing at our other locations. This branch 

will remain closed until further notice.
 The book drop at the Sugar Creek Branch will be 

emptied every week, so patrons can still return items 
there, if they chose to do so.

We are still offering our virtual After Lunch Book 
Group on the seconnd Thursday of each month.

Patrons can still look for and reserve any of our ma-
terials on our website www.kclibrary.org and pick those 
items up at our Trails West location located at 11401 E. 
23rd St., Independence, MO 64052.

Thanks and stay safe!

FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 4

allowed. 
Perimeter and privacy fencing under 72” tall do not need a per-

mit. A front yard open-view fence can only be 48” in height. Homes 
on corner lots cannot block the visibility of vehicle or pedestrian 
traffic. Property lines and the City Right-of-Way needs to be con-
firmed. Missouri One Call (Dig Right) will need to be contacted. 

If you are replacing any existing light fixtures, plumbing fixtures, 
cabinets or carpeting there is not a permit required. If you are add-
ing plumbing, electrical, gas or HVAC where none was previously 
located, then yes, you need a permit. 

Finishing off your basement and setting up swimming pools, 
even above ground require a permit. As do hot tubs. 

Interior & exterior painting or deck sealing does not require a 
permit. 

If you’re unsure if the project needs to have a permit or needs to 
be inspected, please call first. We are here to help, not hinder your 
improvements. Edward Cary, Building Official (816) 252-4400 ext. 
1122 or ecary@sugar-creek.mo.us

WHAT DOES YOUR PROJECT NEED? 
n continued from page 4
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